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Valley Christian School will open on September 9, 2020 with five full day sessions. We have prayed and planned and 

prepared and with God’s wisdom through the direction of the Holy Spirit, we will love and nurture and teach the students and their 

families whom God has brought to our school.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has taught us things about ourselves and those around us. It has challenged us to think of others 

before ourselves and stretched us to love in ways that we haven’t loved before. Building community within our morning meetings at 

school in the first hour of the day helps the students and teachers to foster a deep love and concern for one another. Our school 

family members see life through one another’s eyes and we focus less on ourselves and more on our neighbor. We are encouraged 

to live out the words of Matthew 7:12, “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them…” Jesus was our perfect 

model and we fall short of that perfection. We are selfish creatures and serving, blessing, and laying down our lives for others is 

difficult. The Apostle Paul reminds us of Jesus’ perfect example in Philippians 2:6-8, “who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 

men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by being obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” How can 

we possibly love like Jesus did? How do we humble ourselves for others in our VCS community?  The Apostle Paul speaks to how we 

can love others like Jesus loves us in Philippians 2:1-5, “So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in 

full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 

yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, 

which is yours in Christ Jesus…” 

Reopening VCS this fall requires us to have an “other-centered” mindset and a loving heart towards our neighbor in the 

desk beside us. The components of the Reopening and Health and Safety Plan address how we can keep our neighbor safe as well as 

ourselves. Wearing a face covering is inconvenient and may be unpleasant. Maintaining physical space between friends is hard. The 

inability to freely reach out for hugs and hold hands throughout the day will be a challenge. Being thoughtful when playing together 

in the classroom or on the playground takes effort. But we are living in a pandemic and we must follow a different set of rules to the 

best of our ability. We are human and our community is predominately children; children who love being together. God created us 

as social creatures and He gave us a desire to learn and grow together. The story of Genesis reminds us of this, “It is not good that 

the man should be alone…” (2:18) But God gave tremendous responsibility to the first man He created “in his own image”. (1:27) 

The VCS reopening plan asks us to take responsibility to care for one another.  

To be in a safe school community during a pandemic also requires help from its members while they are away from our 

school campus. Our mindset must be other-centered while we are on the bus, in our homes, or out and about in our local 

communities. Practicing safety in all areas is necessary, even though it is hard or inconvenient.  

 

 

http://www.vcskids.com/
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With these opening thoughts and the plan guidelines, our prayer is that VCS will open on September 9 and provide a safe, 

loving, nurturing and appropriate educational environment where children can developmentally thrive as God’s image bearers. God 

is our Sovereign Lord. Psalm 37:5 reads, “Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.” The action verbs for man in this 

verse are to “commit” and “trust”, and God “will act”. May we “Trust in the Lord and do good.” (37:3) It is with much prayer, 

counsel, and leading of the Holy Spirit that the VCS Reopening and Health and Safety Plan is presented to you, our precious VCS 

families. Each of us must in turn pray and seek the Lord to know our individual responsibility in response to this community plan.  

 

Serving with you,  

 

Susan Caler 

Head of School 

 

Please know that you are invited to email or call the school office at info@vcskids.com or 215-947-4581 to make an appointment to 

visit and tour our building and grounds. At this time, we will not hold our usual all school Open House the week before school 

begins. We especially want our new families to feel at home and familiar with our VCS community.  

 

http://www.vcskids.com/
mailto:info@vcskids.com


      

 

 

 

Valley Christian School Reopening and Health & Safety Plan 

2020-2021 

(Note: the following is subject to change at any time via new guidance and current data.) 

 THE MISSION OF VALLEY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL IN PARTNERSHIP WITH EACH PARENT IS TO 

DEVELOP CHRIST-CENTERED THINKERS, WITH A HEART FOR GOD, EQUIPPED TO EXCEL IN ALL 

ASPECTS OF LIFE. 

VCS’s mission is realized through the development of the whole child in the following areas: spiritual, social/emotional, 

physical, and cognitive. We believe VCS students experience this development best in our five, full-day learning 

community with face to face instruction given by our dedicated faculty and support staff.  Our goal is to fulfill the 

mission with an in-person education while maintaining a safe and healthy environment in our facility. The following plan 

and guidelines support the safety and well-being of our VCS family while enjoying one another’s company and 

completing our academic program.  

Our faculty is receiving professional development in preparation for the possible return to distance learning. We are 

meeting and discussing how to prepare our students while they are in school for a smooth transition. Distance learning 

will have expectations if we are mandated to close school.  

The following plan assumes that the Pennsylvania Commonwealth will be in the Green Phase on 9-9-20 and that VCS will 

reopen with healthy individuals being permitted on campus. This plan will expect students and employees to be 

informed of the most recent COVID-19 information listed here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html and to follow proper protocol if the possibility of infection occurs. Sanitizing 

and disinfecting will occur with minimal disruption to the typical classroom routines and environment.  

VCS Compliance: 

 VCS will follow applicable legal mandates, including those regarding public health. The school will make 
reasonable efforts to follow appropriate health and education guidelines for schools issued by the CDC, 
the PA Dept of Health, the Montgomery County Health Department and the PA Dept of Education.  

 VCS realizes it must be flexible and nimble with new information and must redesign approaches that 
are not working. The level of viral transmission in the school and/or community may give cause to 
revise mitigation strategies. 

 These policies are intended to be feasible, practical, and developmentally appropriate for VCS students 
and families.  

 Children are expected to be in school unless local health mandates require exclusion. At such time 
collaboration among school, home, and medical personnel will dictate accommodations.  

 The goal of VCS is to provide policies that support the overall health and well-being of our students, 
their parents, our employees, and our communities.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html


      

 

Release and Waiver and Health Agreement: 

 A partnership between VCS and its families implies that the two parties will use biblical principles to 
resolve differences. Parents are asked to sign a waiver form that releases VCS of liability associated 
with COVID-19.  

 A self-assessment and proper quarantining will help assure that our campus remains a healthy 
environment.  

 Any student who exhibits a fever of 100.4 degrees or greater will be held in isolation in a secluded area 
and parents will be notified for pickup. An assessment form will be completed.  

 A return to school is permitted with compliance with CDC or local health department guidelines.  

 If a student/employee tests positive for COVID-19, VCS will consult the local health department for 
further guidance.  

 
Physical Distancing & Minimizing Exposure: 

Drop Off/Dismissal/Pick Up/Office Policy 

 Entrance into the building by all individuals will be monitored and minimized. Drop off bins outside the 
front door will be utilized for mail, packages, etc.  

 P3, PreK, K, and Grade 2 car drop-off students may enter through the red sanctuary doors. Other car 
students may enter through the main school doors. Bus students enter through the kitchen doors or 
the side yard doors. (TBD according to numbers and activities happening.) 

 Temperature checkers will be used upon entrance to the building as deemed necessary.  

 Hand sanitizer should be used upon entrance to the building.  

 Grades K-8 parents and visitors will typically not be permitted to enter the building during drop-off. Of 
course, we will be sensitive to individual needs.  

 P3 and PreK parents may accompany their children to the classroom during the first week of school or 
longer as emotionally required.  

 Students arriving after 8:40 will enter through the main school doors and follow instructions given by 
the office personnel. Parents should wait until the student is cleared by the office to go to class.  

 Face covering will be used as required by the Commonwealth or when reasonable physical distancing 
may be difficult as students move between classrooms or about campus. Teacher discretion will be 
used.   

 Physical distancing will be required when moving from place to place throughout campus to special 
class areas, the lunchroom, playground, chapel, and at dismissal time.  

 Parents will call the office to request that their child prepare for pick up during the school day. The 
child will be released when the parents notify the office of their arrival. Students will be escorted to 
meet the parent at the front door as much as possible.  

 Students report directly to the Boyer auditorium for pick up or the After-School Program at dismissal 
time as directed. Specific details for dismissal will follow later.  

 

  



      

 

Guests & Visitors  

 Essential guests & visitors will be required to wear masks and complete a health screening form.   
 

Classroom & Facilities 

 Classrooms are equipped with hand sanitizer, wipes, and disinfectant spray.  

 Students sanitize their hands upon entering the room.  

 Students follow the teachers’ guidance with sharing items. 

 Supply list items will be used by the child who purchased them.   

 Privacy offices or shields may be used at student desks or tables at the teacher’s discretion.  

 Face coverings are worn as required by the Commonwealth or by the teacher’s request when safe 
physical distance is not possible.  

 Developmentally appropriate small group activity or circle time (Morning Meeting Time) will continue 
to be a part of our curriculum. 

 Supplies or equipment will be sanitized throughout the day by the students, teachers, support staff, 
janitorial personnel and by the cleaning company after school.  

 Sanitization of electronic devices will be done after each use.  

 Doors will be open as much as possible, fans will be on, windows will be open, and the AC will be on to 
allow ventilation and airflow. 

 Students are responsible to bring their own water bottles labeled with their name. Drinking from the 
water fountains will not be permitted.  

 

Instructional Protocols/Closures/Absenteeism: 

 If a student or employee has a known exposure to COVID-19 or has COVID-19 symptoms, CDC 
guidelines may warrant local health authorities to recommend contact tracing and/or school exclusion 
or school closure. 

 Home-based learning materials will be provided when a student is absent.  

 Teachers and students will be trained in Google Classroom, our Learning Management System (LMS). 
Assignments and communications will be posted there in classroom or course folders.  

 FACTS/Renweb, our Student Information System (SIS) will host the grade-book information and parent 
communication.  

 Teachers will provide live, pre-recorded or asynchronous teaching and support to students if we are 
mandated to close school. Face-to-face interactions between teachers and students via Google Meet 
will help teachers to understand a student’s thoughts. Discussion threads and breakout sessions can 
promote student connections.  

 Technology use will be blended into the classroom to equip students for distance learning. 
Chromebooks, laptops, and iPads will be used throughout the program.  

 Middle school will use assigned classroom Chromebooks.  
 

 



      

 

Recess & P.E. 

 Contact sports are not permitted.  

 Equipment will be cleaned or sanitized by recess supervisors. 

 Discretion will be used for group sizes and mixing of groups.  
  

Lunchroom 

 Two lunch periods will be utilized. Tables will be sanitized between shifts.  

 Students will use hand sanitizer before and after eating.  

 Meals will be served directly to the students. Beverages, silverware/napkins will be prepackaged.  

 Students will sit physically distanced in assigned seats or as directed by lunchroom supervisors. 

 Students in the After-School Program will provide their own beverages and snacks or eat prepackaged 
items provided by VCS.  

 Students should never touch another person’s food or beverage or containers or share/trade items.  
 

Organized Activities  

 Organized activities such as Back to School events, field trips away from campus and interscholastic 
sports will be limited until such time as the local health authorities deem it safe. Inhouse events during 
the school day may be organized or outdoor activities on campus may be planned.  

 

Facilities  

 Signage will be displayed throughout the building as reminders for: 
o Physical distancing 
o Proper and frequent hand washing 
o How to stop the spread of germs 

 Restrooms will be equipped with hand soap and disinfectant. Students may wash their hands before 
using the toilet and after use to reduce spread of fomites. 

 Emergency drills will be modified to maintain physical distancing. 

 Physical distancing will be maintained in chapel.  

 Time will be allotted between classes to eliminate students passing each other in the hallway. One-way 
traffic may be implemented if necessary. 

 Middle school locker time will be eliminated or staggered to limit close personal contact.   
 

Personal Items  

 Personal items brought to school should be disinfected as much as possible.  

 Personal items should not be shared. 

 All personal items should be labeled with the student’s name.  



      

 

 
Transportation  

 School vehicles will be sanitized per the school districts’ directives.  

 Hand sanitizer will be used as directed.  

 Physical distancing will be explained per the district.  

 Assigned seating will be maintained.  

 Windows will be open if weather allows.  

 Use of the VCS vans and the bus will be on a case by case basis.  
 

Conclusion 

 VCS recognizes that these policies and procedures may change due to directives from the state or local 
public health agencies or the PA Department of Education.  

 VCS parents will be asked to comply by the proposed directives with the signing of a release form. 
 

Resources 

 The content of this plan was provided by the following:  
 

CDC 

PA Dept of Education  

PA Dept of Health 

Montgomery County Health Dept 

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 

VCS school board members: Aaron Pavkov, Rosie Bruce, and Dan Bramer (former 

 member) 

Dr. Kevin Scott, VCS parent 

Deb Lentine, VCS parent and nurse practitioner 

Elissa Marino, VCS faculty 

Dan Marino, nurse specializing in ECMO machines 

Sydney Warren, VCS grandparent, retired Phila Elementary and Special Ed teacher 

VCS parent surveys 



      

 

The Association of Christian Schools International 

Susan Caler, VCS Head of School 

This plan was approved by the VCS School Board of Directors, July 18, 2020, under the leadership of Noel Wolfe. 

At any point where Pennsylvania moves to the Yellow Phase, VCS will comply with the guidance at that phase. A move to 

the Red Phase would require VCS to transfer to a distance learning model.  

Please reach out for questions or concerns. 

 A VCS team member shared a blog post from a youth ministry organization at https://www.rootedministry.com . Please 

take a few minutes to read Anna Meade Harris’ article titled, “In-Person vs. Online: Starting Back to School in a 

Pandemic,” July 20, 2020. 

We pray for God’s wisdom and protection in our homes, on our families, and at our school campus. It takes each of us 

living in community and caring for others as much as we care for ourselves. Practicing social distancing, wearing masks 

and frequently washing our hands while we are away from school will be essential to keep our school a safe and healthy 

place in which to educate our children.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Susan Caler 

Head of School 

 

  

https://www.rootedministry.com/

